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this pioneering collection offers a comprehensive investigation into how to study public policy in latin america while this
region exhibits many similarities with the north american and european countries that have traditionally served as sources
for generating public policy knowledge latin american countries are also different in many fundamental ways as such

existing policy concepts and frameworks may not always be the most effective tools of analysis for this unique region to
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fill this gap comparative public policy in latin america offers guidelines for refining current theories to suit latin america s
contemporary institutional and socio economic realities the contributors accomplish this task by identifying the features of
the region that shape public policy including informal norms and practices social inequality and weak institutions this
book promises to become the definitive work on contemporary public policy in latin america essential for those who study

the area as well as comparative public policy more broadly

this book explores the impact of latin america s political culture on the international politics of the region it offers a
general account of traditional iberian political culture while examining how relations among states in the hemisphere
where the united states has been the central actor have evolved over time the authors assess the degree of consistency

between domestic and international political behavior the assessments are supported by case studies

foreword introduction part 1 social policy institutions chapter i institutional framework for social development rodrigo
martinez carlos maldonado valera chapter ii social development and social protection institutions in latin america and the
caribbean overview and challenges rodrigo martinez carlos maldonado valera part 2 components and institutional
framewoek of social protection chapter iii labour market regulation and social protection institutional challenges mario d
veldsquez pinto chapter iv institutional aspects of latin america s pension systems andras uthoff chapter v care as a pillar
of social protection rights policies and institutions in latin america maria nieves rico claudia robles part 3 policies for
specific populations and their institutional framework chapter vi life cycle and social policies youth institutions in the
region daniela trucco chapter vii disability and public policy institutional progress and challenges in latin america heidi

ullmann chapter viii latin american afrodescendants institutional framework and public policies marta rangel

due to the lack of systematic policy evaluations identifying successful policies in the latin american and the caribbean lac
region is a hunting task nevertheless this type of analysis is crucial to inform policymakers in their decision making
process herein we contribute to filling this gap by assessing the progress in terms of energy services since the year 2000
and reviewing the policies that have led us to where we are we focus on three fundamental dimensions in the definition of
energy services access to electricity and clean fuels for cooking affordability of those energy services and quality
considering both service s interruptions and energy losses we find that countries that have improved in all these
dimensions simultaneously catching up with the best performers in the region are the ones that have implemented
integrated policies that are part of a pluriannual plan implemented in a strong institutional environment aside from
macroeconomic differences successful energy policies have in common the following characteristics i important
institutional reforms already in place by the end of the century ii state led plans that measure performance accounting for
most dimensions simultaneously and including mechanisms to enforce preestablished objectives in targeted population iii
appropriate financing mechanisms to ensure affordability and iv partnership with private stakeholders when their
participation increases efficiency adoption of innovation and ensure maintenance either directly or through the
involvement of local communities even if the discussion is presented dimension by dimension two countries appear like
having implemented successful integrated policies peru and ecuador despite their institutional differences they have

succeeded in increasing access to affordable electricity that is more reliable with less frequency and duration of
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interruptions additionally ecuador has also enhanced efficiency through electricity loss reduction thanks to enforceable
performance based regulation aside from these two countries other countries have also implemented successful policies
that have greatly improved one or two of the dimensions mentioned but fail to tackle all the issues simultaneously this is
the case of el salvador with access to clean cooking and fuel subsidy reform for example similarly nicaragua appears as an
example in bridging the gap in access and brazil colombia and more recently argentina are implementing a mechanism to

target demand side subsidies based on family economic means

canada and the countries of latin america are in the midst of major changes and choices in the area of labor markets and
related social policy these decisions are likely to have profound consequences for the quality of life of workers throughout
the hemisphere labor market policies in canada and latin america challenges of the new millennium reviews the evidence
of canada and latin america on three major labor policy instruments unemployment insurance minimum wages and
training and on the effects of the payroll taxes which are the main means of funding the unemployment insurance system
and other components of social expenditure this is the first study attempting an in depth comparison of these labor policy
instruments between canada and latin america the useful juxtaposition of canadian and latin american experiences comes
at a time when the trend in canada is to back away from the perhaps overly generous or ineffectively administered
elements of the labor legislation social security net and when latin american countries have undertaken significant reforms
of their past systems but require further changes to move toward the sorts of legislation and support systems that
characterize developed countries the experiences of canada and latin america are mutually relevant since all are small
economies forced to adjust to events at the world or hemispheric level and most are inclined to approach policy in an
intermediate fashion which falls between the more market oriented american and the more interventionist european models
together with its comparative aspect this volume attempts a more balanced and in depth assessment in each of the policy
areas than has hitherto been available the gradually increasing base of available empirical data on the period after the
reforms has been used in the studies which provide thorough syntheses of the available research for canada and latin

america

a sequel to latin american foreign policies global and regional dimensions westview 1981 this collection of original essays
presents a comprehensive view of the principal foreign policy issues of the nations of latin america and lays the
foundation for understanding the challenges facing those nations in the 1980s the book begins with an introduction to the
major themes of conflict and cooperation in latin american foreign policies an overview of u s latin american relations and
an assessment of contemporary research in the field the authors then analyze the economic challenges regional conflicts
and security concerns of the nations of south and central america with case studies of the foreign policies of argentina
brazil chile peru venezuela colombia mexico nicaragua and cuba a concluding section suggests future directions for
research on latin american foreign policies in the 1980s and offers a theoretical framework for the analysis of foreign

policy behavior in the region

this comprehensive text analyzes the foreign policies of eighteen countries in latin america and the caribbean first

assessing the state of the discipline the introduction develops a common framework that compares the relevant explanatory
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weight of foreign policy determinants at the individual state and international level for each country case studies include
the major regional powers such as mexico brazil and argentina as well as less studied players such as the dominican
republic ecuador and uruguay with its focused analytical questions and rich empirical description this book allows readers

to develop sustained comparisons across the full spectrum of latin american foreign policy

latin america with 8 percent of the world s population and 30 percent of the world s deaths from covid 19 is ground zero
of the pandemic the region has also had the world s worst economic performance in this period moreover it is presently
caught in the second cold war that is emerging between the united states and china in this context the active non

alignment option constitutes an imaginative and creative way out of the current crisis

systems of social protection can provide crucial assistance to the poorest and most vulnerable groups in society but not all
systems are created equally in latin america social policies have historically exhibited large gaps in coverage and high
levels of inequality in benefit size since the late 1990s countries in this region have begun to grapple with these challenges
enacting a series of reforms to healthcare social assistance and education policy while some of these initiatives have
moved in a universal direction others have maintained existing segmentation or moved in a regressive direction welfare
and party politics in latin america explores this variation in argentina chile uruguay and venezuela finding that the design
of previous policies the intensity of electoral competition and the character of political parties all influence the nature of

contemporary social policy reform in latin america

this book offers an up to date analysis of the foreign policies of latin american nations and its international positioning in

world politics evaluating the impact of changes in the global community on the hemisphere and on individual states

this book is likely to rank as the standard source on the hoover presidency for years to come
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